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and of European manufacture are also brought hither from
Mecca and Djiddah; and the phosphorized amadou boxes of
Pollak, from Vienna, after passing through the sacred cities of
Arabia, are to be met with in the shops of Bereydah and JOney-
zah. An important branch of commerce was once carried on
with Damascus, but of late years and under Wahhabee rule it
has ceased to exist The route northward from Kaseem to
Syria does not pass by Djebel Shomer, but follows a straighter
and easier line through Kheybar, and thence up the ordinary
pilgrim-way.

Much regarding the character of the inhabitants may be col-
lected from what I have already said; in physical endowments
and stature they are somewhat inferior to the men of Shomer,
and in certain respects to the inhabitants of Upper Nejed,
but they surpass either in commercial and industrial talents;
they present, also, much of the gay and cheerful spirit of the
former, with not a little of the pertinacity and clannishness of
the latter. But to these qualities the inhabitants of Kaseem
add a dash of the cunning and restlessness of their Hejaz neigh-
bours, with whom they have a slight degree of outward con-
formity, besides a share, though barely perceptible at first sight,
of that selfish egotism which stamps the caste of Mecca and
Medinah, even more than that of Tennyson's " Vere de Vere."
But in spite of these unfavourable points, the Shomer type
predominates decidedly in Kaseem, and the population in
general offers good elements capable of being worked out
into better things than can be hoped for under the present
administration.

The sun was already declining when we quitted our palm-
grove for the path leading to the town of 'Eyoon, where in the
meantime Foleyh had been killing his lambs and cooking his
rice for our entertainment; and considering that he had nearly
thirty famished guests to provide for, we could not in common
fairness but allow him a reasonable interval for preparation.
Moreover the number of our party was now augmented by four
beings of an entirely new order. These were travelling Dar-
weeshes, two natives of Cabul, a third from Bokhara, and the
fourth a Beloochee, who had taken the route through Central
Arabia on their return from Mecca to their own respective
countries in the East, and here their path fell in with and